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THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET
IGNORES FISCAL REALITIES

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, on Tues-
day, President Obama released his
budget for fiscal year 2017. Some might
call this proposal a vision for the fu-
ture of the country. Well, I am here to
tell you the President’s vision for
America ignores our fiscal realities and
the magnitude of the problems we face.

The national debt is nearly $19 tril-
lion. Our country is in the middle of a
fiscal crisis driven by reckless bor-
rowing and runaway government
spending, and President Obama once
again offers us a budget filled with un-
tenable tax hikes that never balances.

Something has to change or the leg-
acy we leave to our children and grand-
children will be a crushing debt burden
and a weaker nation.

Washington has a moral obligation to
the American people to present a re-
sponsible budget that reins in wasteful
Federal overspending and guarantees
accountability for the use of taxpayer
dollars. House Republicans will con-
tinue to do all we can to make this vi-
sion a reality.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF EVA HAMLIN
MILLER

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today during Black History Month to
recognize my mentor and friend, fellow
artist and teacher, the late Eva Hamlin
Miller.

Eva Miller dedicated her life to her
art and her students, encouraging us to
pursue our artistic goals. From the
1930s Harlem street scenes to stained
glass windows in North Carolina, Mrs.
Miller’s artistic talents, range, and
precision were phenomenal.

She was a pioneering voice for Afri-
can American art, curating one of the
first regional shows of African Amer-
ican art in the North Carolina Museum
of Art in Raleigh and founding the Af-
rican American Atelier with me 25
years ago, an art gallery focusing on
African American art and artists lo-
cated in Greensboro, North Carolina.

Eva Miller possessed an unwavering
dedication to students, as a teacher at
Tuskegee Institute, Bennett College,
Winston-Salem State University, and
North Carolina A&T.

Her legacy continues to live on, not
only through her work but through the
many students she taught and inspired.

———————

CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today as co-
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chair of the bipartisan Career and
Technical Education Caucus to recog-
nize February as National Career and
Technical Education Month.

Career and technical education pro-
grams play a Kkey role in closing our
Nation’s skill gap by preparing stu-
dents of all ages for the 2lst century
workforce and jobs. That is why I was
encouraged by the inclusion of career
and technical education center provi-
sions in the recently passed Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act.

Not only does the ESSA provide
much-needed flexibility to States and
local education agencies, it also en-
courages businesses to get involved
with their local schools. More schools
will be able to use Federal funds to pro-
vide academic credit for apprentice-
ships and strengthen their career coun-
seling programs.

This was a result of bipartisan legis-
lation I introduced with the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN), my
colleague and friend, aimed at inform-
ing school counselors of local labor
market conditions so that they can
best guide the decisionmaking process
of their students.

It is my hope that this and other
Federal education policies will provide
support to schools, businesses, and
community organizations in Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth District and across the
country as they work to prepare our
students for the future.

I look forward to working toward im-
proving and reauthorizing the Perkins
Act for career and technical education
training.

IN RECOGNITION OF CTE MONTH

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, as
co-chairs of the Congressional Career
and Technical Education Caucus, I am
pleased to join the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON), my good
friend, in recognition of CTE Month.

Across the country, students are
using CTE programs to seek out career
pathways, hone 21st century skills, and
find good jobs. Unfortunately, while de-
mand has increased for CTE, Federal
funding has been reduced from its high
level in 2010 of $1.3 billion.

It is time, Madam Speaker, that we
reauthorize the Carl D. Perkins Career
and Technical Education Act to deliver
student-centered education that pro-
vides the right skills for successful ca-
reers. We have the opportunity to re-
make Perkins in a way that works for
the new economy in the 21st century. I

urge my colleagues to seize this
chance.
As Rhode Island’s Governor, Gina

Raimondo, has put it aptly, it is time
to invest in skills that matter and
work that pays.
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RETURNING TO A FISCALLY
RESPONSIBLE NATION

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to address the
need to control our Nation’s debt.

Due to a rapid and unsustainable ex-
pansion of the Federal Government,
the Obama administration has racked
up $8 trillion in new debt, pushing the
national debt to more than $19 trillion.
If we continue down this reckless path,
the Congressional Budget Office
projects a return to $1 trillion annual
deficits by 2022.

Today, the House of Representatives
is working toward returning to a more
fiscally responsible nation by voting on
the Debt Management and Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act. This legislation will
begin to restore fiscal discipline by re-
quiring the U.S. Treasury Secretary to
appear before Congress at least 21 days
before hitting the debt ceiling to
present the administration’s plans to
reduce the national debt.

While more work needs to be done,
this legislation is one step closer to fi-
nancial sanity and security.

I want to thank Representative
MARCHANT for his hard work on this
bill. T urge all my colleagues to support
it.

——
THE NATIONAL CYBERSECURITY
STRATEGY

(Mr. RUPPERSBERGER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in support of the national cy-
bersecurity strategy included in the
President’s budget proposal for fiscal
year 2017.

This is a solid framework that in-
cludes a 35 percent increase for cyber
and a new high-level official focused
solely on implementing a cyber strat-
egy across the entire Federal Govern-
ment.

Cyber hackers are costing American
companies billions of dollars in intel-
lectual property every year. Terrorists,
like ISIS, organized criminals, and
even state actors, such as Iran and
North Korea, are honing their cyber
skills, which could put our country at
critical risk, including infrastructure
shutdowns.

For years, I have advocated for a
Cabinet-level cyber position with budg-
et authority because the cyber threat
is so severe. This new official should
have real authority to drive change
across the Federal Government.

We must also continue working on
issues still unaddressed, such as the in-
sider threat posed by people within the
government. An example of that is Ed-
ward Snowden, who gave stolen Amer-
ican information to Russia and China.

This is especially critical in the wake
of a data breach affecting more than 22
million current, former, and prospec-
tive Federal employees last June.
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I urge my colleagues to support this
priority.

————

CHILDREN’S BEREAVEMENT
CENTER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to commend the Children’s
Bereavement Center, an organization
located in my congressional district
that has been providing support and
lifting spirits for so many south Flor-
ida families after facing a tragic loss.

Founded in 1999, the Children’s Be-
reavement Center offers free peer sup-
port groups and serves as an out-
standing resource for children, parents,
and caregivers, providing them with
the aid they so desperately need while
experiencing the hardship of losing a
loved one, a tragedy that some families
may one day experience.

When dealing with loss, it is often
the grieving children who are affected
the most. This wonderful organization
has made it its mission to assist stu-
dents at Miami-Dade County public
schools, having helped over 1,300 chil-
dren just this past year alone.

I am so thankful for the noble en-
deavor that the Children’s Bereave-
ment Center has undertaken so that
adults and children can find a way to
find peace and move forward with their
lives.

———

CALIFORNIA’S DEVASTATING
DROUGHT

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak on the current status of Cali-
fornia’s devastating drought.

I urge the California State and Fed-
eral agencies to maximize the pumping
of water in the delta to the allowable
legal limits.

As a result of State and Federal
agencies’ inability to operate at the
most flexible range available under the
Biological Opinions of the Endangered
Species Act, over 44,000 acre-feet of
water has been lost just this last week
during these El Nino conditions, and
over 131,000 acre-feet of water has been
lost this year, water that could be used
to grow crops and to feed people. This
is morally wrong.

Congress must pass legislation to
provide relief for the people of the San
Joaquin Valley and California. Senator
FEINSTEIN’s introduction of water leg-
islation is a critical step. I urge the
Senate to pass her legislation so we
can enter into negotiations with the
House-passed bill, which I strongly sup-
port.

Time is of the essence. Every day of
delay only results in further losses of
the vital water that is necessary for
the people of the valley and the people
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of California. Californians need to use
this water during these times of El
Nino conditions.

I urge that we do the right thing.

———
0 1215
LITTORAL COMBAT SHIP

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my disappointment
with the President’s budget request.

I am especially concerned about the
President’s proposal to cut the Littoral
Combat Ship program. These ships are
built, in part, by Austal USA in my
home district.

I have seen these ships being built, I
have talked to the Navy leadership,
and I have visited with the sailors who
are actually working on these vessels.
They all support the LCS and the vital
role it plays in the Navy’s fleet. In
fact, just last year, Secretary of the
Navy Ray Mabus said: ‘“We have a
need, a demonstrated need, for 52 of
these small surface combatants.”

Cutting the LCS program, along with
failing to include an additional Expedi-
tionary Fast Transport ship, would be
a tremendous mistake as it relates to
maintaining the workforce base that
we have worked so hard to build up
along the Gulf Coast.

So I have a message for the 4,000 peo-
ple who work at the Austal shipyard in
Mobile: This proposal from a lameduck
Secretary of Defense and a lameduck
President will not stand.

I will fight every day to make sure
that our Navy has the resources they
want and need to protect our Nation
and keep sea lanes open. The LCS is a
critical part of that mission.

———

CONGRATULATING YOLANDA
ADAMS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today with great enthusiasm to
honor and salute Yolanda Adams, an
enormous and wonderful talent of gos-
pel music, and to celebrate the 10th an-
niversary of the Yolanda Adams Morn-
ing Show.

Many know that I introduced legisla-
tion to make September Gospel Music
Heritage Month in order to honor the
many talented Americans who enjoy
singing, writing, and providing inspira-
tion through gospel music. Elvis Pres-
ley won his first Grammy with gospel
music.

I remember young Yolanda Adams
singing in a church in Houston, and the
inspiration she gave even then. She
was a young teacher who worked until
she finally knew that her talent was
worthy of presenting it to the Amer-
ican people.

Yolanda Adams rose to fame as one
of gospel music’s greats, making her
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debut in 1988. I remember her song,
“Just as I Am.” Since then, Yolanda
has been wowing gospel audiences. She
has been before the President of the
United States and all over the world,
but yet she is a humble person.

Following her illustrious music ca-
reer, she began the Yolanda Adams
Morning Show. These shows often don’t
last, but her spirit has guided it for-
ward. She connects with listeners,
bringing them warm and inspirational
messages. Her music and growth has
been wonderful.

Mr. Speaker, Yolanda’s co-hosts, An-
thony Valary and Marcus D. Wiley,
give love and camaraderie every morn-
ing. They make it not just a morning
show, but a celebration of friends and
family.

I am delighted to stand here today to
call Yolanda Adams an American
treasure. She is a native daughter of
Houston, and someone who understands
God’s blessings, but is not selfish. She
provides those blessings to others
through her musical genius.

Congratulations to Yolanda Adams
for 10 years of the Yolanda Adams
Morning Show.

———

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN JORDAN

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart to
honor the life and legacy of Susan Jor-
dan, the beloved principal of Amy
Beverland Elementary School, who
served the Lawrence, Indiana, commu-
nity for 22 years as an educator.

In January, when a bus accidentally
lost control, Principal Jordan put her-
self between her students and the bus,
saving their lives and losing her own. I
am extraordinarily moved by her he-
roic sacrifice and the incredible out-
pouring of love and support from her
students, fellow teachers, and the
greater Lawrence community.

Principal Jordan was known for her
warmth and her passion for her stu-
dents to achieve their very best. At the
start of every school day, she stopped
by each classroom to welcome and en-
courage her students. Under her leader-
ship, Amy Beverland Elementary was
named a Four Star School by the Indi-
ana Department of Education, its des-
ignation for excellence.

On behalf of Indiana’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, I offer my deepest sym-
pathy to Principal Jordan’s family and
friends, the students who were injured,
the Lawrence Township community,
and all Hoosiers who mourn her loss
and cherish her memory.

——

REMEMBERING FLIGHT 3407

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to speak today about Flight 3407 that
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